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Northgate violence earns $$$$$$$$  

Late last month a Brazos County jury awarded a 
whopping $27 million to the families of a couple of 
Blinn students who were killed in 2012.  The stu-
dents were in a fatal car accident after leaving the 

McDonalds on Northgate.  One of the students, Denton Ward and 
another friend Tanner Giesen, had been beaten severely outside 
the restaurant, and Samantha Bean plus another friend Lauren 
Crisp, were rushing them to the hospital.  Bean, who was driving 
them (who had been drinking but not charged with anything) ran 
a red light and was struck by another vehicle, killing Ward and  
Crisp.  The parents of Ward and Crisp filed a negligence lawsuit 
against the McDonaldćs Corporation alleging that had McDonaldćs 
provided reasonable security for its patrons that the deaths 
would not have happened.  The jury agreed.   
 
Therećs so much wrong in this story that it may take me the entire 
issue to deal with it.  But letćs start with Northgate in general.   
1. NORTHGATE BARS ATTRACT DOUCHEBAGSąThis is a hard and 
fast rule that nearly everyone who spends any significant period 
of time in the Brazos Valley learns quite quickly and sometimes 
much to his/her chagrin.  It can be a very dangerous place at 
night.  There have been many instances of knifings, vehicular 
manslaughter, rapes, muggings, vandalism and good old garden 
variety fights.  It is par for the course.  Ićve been on Northgate 
numerous times in the past eight years or so without feeling truly 
in danger of my life.  But the local police blotters are filled with 
crime after weekend that A&M is in session.  The crimes arenćt 
always performed by students.  Many criminals come from out of 
town to Aggieland specifically because they know that a good 
number of Aggies are well -heeled and are easy marks after a 
night of drinking on Northgate.  That explains a lot of the theft 
but does not really wash away the violent crimes that are often 
by students against students.  Couple alcohol with quick tempers 
and a simple misunderstanding can go from an argument to 
fisticuffs in a heartbeat.  
 
2. NORTHGATE IS UNDERPOLICEDąConsidering that Northgate 
can be a tinderbox of drunken emotion waiting to go up at the 
slightest provocation, it is amazing to me that the police officer 
per student ratio is so low.  Sure, therećs a police presence that is 
fairly conspicuous on University Dr. and sometimes in the park-
ing lot behind Northgate, but what about Nagle Dr.?  What about 
the other internal streets off of College Main or Nagle?  North-
gate itself is an entire district and not just one street.  Once you 
get away from College Main and University Northgate is pitch 
black at night.  It is very easy for someone to be followed, am-
bushed and harmed without being seen.  The City recognizes this 
somewhat.  College Main has been renovated and is well -lit now.  
There is also talk of placing a police precinct on Northgate.  These 
are welcome changes, but they come a little late into the game.  
 
3. WE LIVE IN A BLAME ANYONE SOCIETYąIt cannot possibly be 
the fault of all the parties involved in this woeful accident.  It has 
to be someone elsećs fault, preferably someone with deep pock-
ets who can be sued to high heaven over false negligence.  If the 
parents wanted to blame somebody, they could have started with 
their children or the City of College Station, if they had to find a 
scapegoat.  Everybody hates McDonaldćs.  They are an easy 
target.  One could just as easily turn the blame backwards on the 
lawyers who stand to rake in a pretty substantial piece of the 
award if it stands.  Coffee is hot.  Any numskull knows this.  That 
someone was successful suing anyone for failing to tell them 
their coffee was hot enough to burn them tells the tale of a civil 
court system that now serves itself rather than the public.  This 
lawsuit is much akin to that one.  A restaurant has no responsibil-
ity to protect its customers from outside forces.  That opens up 
the ability to sue, I dunno, letćs say Taco Bell because you got into 
a fender bender in the parking lot and had Taco Bell provided 
better security the accident would never have happened.  Itćs 
ridiculous because it is yet another reminder that our society 
actively seeks to duck personal responsibility.   
 
4. C.R.E.A.M.ąWu-Tang said it best in 1993.  Cash rules every-
thing around me.  This is a money grab, plain and simple, and it 
does not bring the deceased back.  It does not make the accident 
any less egregious, it does not prevent this sort of thing from 
happening again.  It is revenge, pure and simple, but it is exacted 
upon a party that had zero to do with it.  This verdict will be 
overturned at the appellate level but that it managed to make it 
through a court successfully in the first place is the ultimate 
inducer of much facepalmery. ąKELLY MINNIS 


