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The high cost of freedom

Another month, another school shooting. More
dead kids, more bloviating by politicians, broadcast
punditry and internet commentators, more unease
sending your kids to schoo
happen in your town...just another day in Internet news land
where the smallest news item is blown up extra large and used as

fuel for the fire of the 24 hour news cycle, often at the expense of

news stories that truly need the time and the energy devoted to

t hem. Weé¢ve become accustomed
mune to its emotional weaponry, at a complete loss for what (if
anything) to do about it. Is there really anything that can be done

about it?
No, there isnc¢t.

We have had more opportunities than can be conveniently listed
in this small column to address
love affair with mass shootings. True solutions to the problems
that lie at the root of this epidemic are complex, difficult, painful,
expensive and anti-American. The solutions require intelligence,
wisdom, leadership, resources and political courage that is in
short supply in this country. So nothing gets done. And nothing

wi || be done. Col umbine wasn¢t
was enough to demonize Rammstein and KMFDM, Doom and
Marilyn Manson. Sandy Hook wasn

foster a truly bizarre cult of willful conspiracy theory ignorance,
column inches of handwringing (mine included) and NRA fund-
raising. The political cycle turns and turns, and nothing can or
wi || be done about this probl em.
vile-Pi | chuk High School north of S

America is a rough place. Freedom is rough. It is not perfect.
There is always collateral damage. The assumption of innocent

until proven guilty informs our society from its very foundation

al l the way wup. You assume some
murderize people. Drinking alco
Mothers Against Drunk Driving scenario of death and destruction.
Flying in an airplane doesn¢t a
World Trade Center. Et cetera, ad infinitum, rinse and repeat,
third verse same as the first. American society assumes freedom
of choice at its basis. There are instances of governmental
regulation of that freedom but for the most part that governance

is minimal, not noticeable and plain unenforceable. Americans
are mostly on their own recognizance to figure this shit out. This
system is ripe for abuse, and we are reminded of that galaxy -
sized gap whenever the system is used to harm others in a
fashion that is uncontrollable. It is not harmful nor illegal to walk
around Boston carrying a pressure cooker. It is illegal to turn
that pressure cooker into a bomb to kill and maim people. You
cannot ferret out a personé¢s i
as of yet. You cannot determine whether someone is going to
buy a gun for protection or to kill people at a political rally. It is
undeterminable whether someone who purchases a gun is going
to be a good steward of the weapon or will leave it out on the
bed stand loaded so a kid can pick it up and shoot someone else.
There can be no freedom without the basic right of innocent until
proven guilty. You just gotta hope for the best.

nt

America could become more like its European counterparts and

take a far heavier hand in determining what its citizens can and
cannot do with their freedom. It makes those societies arguably

safer. Fewer citizens die of gun violence. America, however, was
founded on the premise of gun ownership. It is at the very basis

of our national character. The average American is not John
Wayne, Rambo, etc. We arencé¢t gu
West , packing wuzis and 9mmés th
offense. For the most part Americans are responsible with their
weaponry. But every year we are continuously bombarded with
the results of the misuse of those weapons, with the inability to
diagnose mental illness and do anything realistic about it when
confronted, a culture that continues to glorify the use of weap-
onry as a solution to problems, and someone somewhere contin-
ues to profit insanely from it all. Just like every other problem in
this country, ités far above
solutions, the people | elect to have solutions have no solutions,
the corporations and PAC¢s that
no solutions. All we can do is tut-tut when more children are
killed, feel a momentés pang
move on to the next internet
rialize all those innocents killed. g KELLY MINNIS

our

for
hea



