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979represent is a local magazine
for the disceming dirtbag.
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HISTORIG 3
DOWNTOWN BRYANTERHS

arsenaltattoo.com

- J

| remember when [ first moved to B/CS a
dozen years ago driving downtown for
the very first time. It was a waste land
of bail bondspeople, empty storefronts,
no one out on the streets, just a typical Texas town
center that rolled up its sidewalks at 5pm on weekdays
except for the few secrets tucked away at odd ends of
the streets or in alleys.

Fast forward a dozen years later and downtown Bryan is
the boomtown. Lots of new restaurants and bars, apart-
ments going in, craft brewers, legit coffeehouses...lots
of exposed brick and steel, warmly lit open spaces,
good meals, good drinks...a getaway for the adults in
the area, the anti-Northgate, built upon the shoulders of
the Cerrones, the Rodriguezes, the Maddens, taken
steps further by the new breed of DTB entrepreneur.

First Friday has never been more popular. While it is
still mostly a lot of people standing around downtown,
there are a lot more people standing around on First
Friday than there used to be. More and more of the
casual Northgate crowd have made their way north.
Three popular Northgate destinations have satellite
shops downtown, and one of them (Blackwater Draw)
will be closing its Northgate location to focus on its DTB
location after College Station rent and taxes ran them
out.

Leap back again to a dozen years ago. College Station
had all the cool new development, the better schools,
the more sophisticated cache. Bryan had dropped the
ball and CS picked it up and TAMU Johnny Footballed
with it. Come forward a dozen years and you have
College Station suffering under gentrification, outra-
geous property values, quality of living issues, and
heated school zoning battles. Developers have run for
and, for the most part, infiltrated the city council and
school boards. Agg Shacks and gigantic student devel-
opments multiply. Rather than deal with potential road-
blocks before they became roadblocks the CS councils
instead became reactionary while their town sprawled
uncontrollably. College Station then Cleveland Johnny
Footballed it.

Right now is a golden opportunity for Bryan to capitalize
on becoming “the anti-College Station”. The housing is
more affordable, the lots are bigger, there’s old trees.
Rents are cheaper and it's easier to rationalize risking
new business. There's a hungry clientele looking for
something a little less stripmalled and corporate. The
elementary schools are actually quite good. If only BSD
would get serious about improving the upper grades
then Bryan would truly have the opportunity to knockoff
College Station and rule the roost again.

But Bryan, please pay attention to your history. Just
because all these cool shiny new places are coming
downtown, don't price them out. Let downtown contin-
ue to grow organically. Learn from the mistakes you
made in the ‘90s and ‘00s. Learn from the mistakes
College Station is making now. Be smart. Plan ahead,
but also allow Bryan to be a place that people will want
to put their imprint upon. It's your turn now, Bryan.
Don't Johnny Football it up again. — KELLY MINNIS



Prison as a concept (and reality) is extraordinarily
strange and interesting. The human who can't do being
a human very well, gets taken away from being around
people, and in fact, his freedoms as a human are taken
away as well. They are put in a place where they can't
“life” their life like what most other people can. They
had their opportunity to stay within the bounds of living
peacefully among the others, but they screwed up.

But maybe the death sentence is not harsh enough?
Because we don't know exactly what happens when we
die, the death sentence has a possibility of not being a
“punishment”. That means that caging someone away
from their freedoms (at whatever their culture deems
freedoms anyway) is the punishment. It's weird, but it's
the solution that's been accepted historically and cur-
rently.

Think back when life was on the other side of the pen-
dulum swing of “complicated”. Some member of the
group kept doing something that everyone in the group
agreed was the opposite of what they wanted to happen
in the group. | would assume the first solution was to
banish them from the group, but it probably escalated
pretty quickly to killing. | mean, the offender would
probably try to get back into the group at some point,
which would get pretty annoying. The best case scenar-
io would be for them to go survive in the wilderness to
do some soul-searching, then come back changed and
different.

The kink in this whole thing is the growth in regards to
the amount of people in a society. More people means
more rules means someone to monitor and uphold. |
like the fact that (at least in my mind), humans tend
toward giving second chances. We want to trust and
forgive...if it means living in peace. We want peace.

CHEESESTEAKS ¢ FRIES
SNACKS ¢ HOAGIES
DONER KEBAB * WINGS
DESSERTS ¢ BEER * WINE

M-T: IIAM-10PM / FRI & SAT [1AM-12AM
SUNDAY BRUNCH 9AM-2PM

700 UNIVERSITY DREE « COLLEGE STATION, TX
BLAKESSTEAKS.COM - @BLAKESTEAKS - 979-676-7885

Actually, we NEED peace. Chaos can
only lead to destruction. When there is a
breakdown of peace, there needs to be a solution.
Perfect scenario (sans chemical imbalance) is that
everyone has people they are in personal and honest
communication and “life” with. “Oh, hey, Bob has been
depressed and is drinking like waaaaay too much lately,
I'm gonna go hang out with him and see what's going
on.” Or, “Hey, have you noticed that Crazy Jeremy has
been talking about wanting to hurt small animals for fun
lately? We should go have a chat with him...see what's
up.”

I don't see this scenario implemented other than in
small fringe-type facets. No, what | see is self-
preservation leading to isolation...possibly exacerbated
by fear.

Fear is the great motivator. So is peace. So is survival.
So is escape. The mystery of after-death has created a
short-sighted, selfish existence...possibly even psycho-
sis over the relentless tick of time, and the confounded-
ness of finding “meaning” to all of this. “Meaning”
should mean everyone harmoniously living with others
while helping each other survive...you know, until we
die. But also do cool stuff and invent stuff and share.

Ultimately, | just don't want to go to prison. And at the
moment, it seems fairly easy to not do things that would
land me there. Seems like it would really suck.

But what do you do about the dude that breaks every
window he comes across? What if he refuses to replace
them? What do you do about the asshole that ruins
every party he goes to? What if he promises to be bet-
ter, but then isn't? — JORGE GOYCO




Aphotic Contrivance has
been knocking around Bry-
an/College Station for quite
some time, double-kicking
their melodic  blackened
death metal with twists of
prog rock, post-rock, and
jazz fusion. But really it's
just the the sound of their
friendship fed through the
speed and aggression of
metal music amplified.

Aphotic Contrivance plays
the Grand Stafford Stage
Saturday, May 19 @ 7:45pm
http.//facebook.com/AphoticContrivance

If you loved Suicidal Tendencies and D.R.l., then B/CS
thrash metal band ASS will scratch that same itch for
you. Punk rock at speed metal velocity.

ASS headlines the Grand Stafford Stage Saturday, May
19@ 11:30pm
http.//facebook.com/assthrashpunx

Bayou Vimana
is an old
school,
smashmouth
style hard rock
band that puts
the emphasis
on heavy riffs
and pop
smarts. Fans
of late ‘80s
GNR and Fast-
er Pussycat

will hear something the like.

Bayou Vimana play the Outdoor Revolution Stage
Saturday, May 19 @ 11:30pm
http://facebook.com/bayouvimana

Local garage
rock goofs
Beige Watch
make they first
LOUDFEST,
with their
surfy, reverbed
fuzz tones, and
boozy energy.

Beige Watch plays the Grand Stafford Stage Thursday,
May 17 @ 10pm
http.//facebook.com/beigewatch

Kolton is al-
ways the first
person to show
up at LOUD-
FEST. This
year, he's
playing it with
Birth At the
Massacre's

House, his one
man approach to technical speed and Viking metal.

Birth At the Massacre’s House plays the Grand Stafford
Stage Saturday, May 19 @ 6:15pm
http://facebook.com/BAMHGRIND

San Antonio
thrashers Black
Jackal make

old school
denim and
leather thrash
and NWOBM

like you drove
your  parents
crazy with in
1982.

Black Jackal plays the Grand Stafford Stage Saturday,
May 19 @ 8:30pm
http.//facebook.com/venomandleather
e W ﬂ y Austin dark rock trio Bloody Knives
i drapes a funereal shoegaze shroud
atop a pounding post-punk nihil-
"% ism.  Gothic, atmospheric, but
e visceral and heavy at the same
| time.

| Bloody Knives plays the Indoor
Revolution Stage Thursday, May 17
! @11:30pm
http.//facebook.com/
§ ; thebloodyknives
If you've only arrived in
TX in the last dozen B
years you would have i+
missed out on Austin’s ;
garage rock roots
heyday, when waa-waa %
pedals roamed fre- |
erange, garages rang &S
out with the righteous
three-chord psych =
passed down from gl
local forefathers Sky &
Saxon and Roky Erik-
son. The Weird recall
those halcyon days,
bashing out the deadbeat Nuggets garage punk sound
with much aplomb.

The Weird plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Saturday,
May 19 @ 9pm
http.//theweirdaustintexas.bandcamp.com

Originally formed in TX in the early 90s, Boy Wonder
was reborn in 2016. Three instruments and three voices
playing their distinct version of loud, spacious and
intense noise rock.

Boy Wonder plays the Grand Stafford Stage Saturday,
May 19 @ 9:15pm
http://facebook.com/boywonderaustintx/

Austin beatmaker and
promoter Butcher Bear
does some fucked up
shit to hip-hop and
electro all while sweat-
ing his cute little bear
ass off inside that
trademarked bear suit.

Butcher Bear head-
¢l lines the Outdoor
,1 Revolution Stage
Thursday, May 17 @
=
2 12am.
http.//facebook.com/deadbutcherbear

BCS trio Charm Bomb §
hates bands with 4 people
in them. They just can't.
So they stay lean with taut
songwriting chops, inter-
weaving guitar lines, and &=
smart songs. And, accord-
ing to Rockin’ Billy, they
are the three cutest girls
you'll ever meet.

Charm Bomb plays the
Indoor Revolution Stage
Friday, May 18 @ 8pm.
http.//facebook.com/charmbombEXPLODE

It's been since the much beloved Venus Whalers since
Atarimatt has fronted his own ‘90s style heavy punk
band. Now, along with Jonny Cerveza and Anthony
Vallejo, Black Catholics makes they LOUDFEST AND live
debut.

Black Catholics headlines the Inside Revolution Stage
Thursday, May 17 @ 12:30am

Cosmic Chaos is a
charming BCS/Austin
group that combines
the winsome pop fun of
Weezer and the ‘10s
garage punk movement.
With fun songs (some in
Spanish), Cosmic Chaos
makes a good time for
everybody.

Cosmic Chaos plays the
Indoor Revolution Stage
Friday, May 18 @ 7pm

http://facebook.com/ccosmicchaoss

Austinites Dayshift-
ers has that late
‘80s feeling of punk
rock bands that,
after feeling con-
¥ strained by the
rampant conserva-
tism that invaded
punk rock, began to
slow it down a tad,
get noisier, rock a
little more, and

write great songs.

Dayshifters plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 10pm
http.//facebook.com/dayshiftersatx

This  B/CS §
band brings
back the late [l
‘90s era of &
RHCP/
Incubus style
groove to
their metal-
infused
modern
alternative
rock.

A Deathbed Promise plays the Grand Stafford Stage
Saturday, May 19 @ 7pm
http.//facebook.com/ADeathbedPromise/

Dallas trio Vile & Devoid
) have that sweet skate rat
thrash/punk  crossover
sound you loved to carve
that sweet hidden paved
ditch to in 1988 but with a
sly penchant for odd time
signatures.

Vile & Devoid headlines the Grand Stafford Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 11:30pm
http.//facebook.com/Vileanddevoid

The Docs is one of
BCS’s most popular @
bands, bolstered by
their modern indie rock BB
sound, fine looks, and
polished songwriting.

The Docs plays the
Grand Stafford Stage
Thursday, May 17 @
10:45pm
http.//facebook.com/thedocsmusic




Houston's Doomstress mixes up a brew of ‘70s heavy
metal, stoner metal, and NWOBM with great playing and
a dynamic frontwoman.

Doomstress plays the Grand Stafford Stage Friday, May

18 @ 10pm
http://facebook.com/DoomstressBand

Electric Astronaut. The sound of your iPod, stoned AF,
shuffling through your favorite 90s power pop and early
‘00s riff-heavy indie rock.

Electric Astronaut headlines the Grand Stafford Stage
Thursday, May 17th @ 11:30pm
http.//facebook.com/electricastronaut/

Still deafening B/CS audiences with their pop songs
played with guitars plugged into amps turnt up way too
loud to get over a drummer who hits them too hard,
hollering to be heard.

The Ex-Optimists headlines the Indoor RevolutionStage
Friday, May 18 @ 1AM
http.//facebook.com/theexoptimists/

Mad Rant is a band
of A&M students
who took to heart *
the adage that [*
anyone could do it, &
and that's what £
they did. Distorted %%
acoustic guitars
grace songs of
romance and ad-
venture.

Mad Rant plays
Grand Stafford
Stage Thursday,
May 17 @ 9:15pm

http.//facebook.com/madrantband

From Beyond used to be in Houston. Now they live in
Austin and fit in well with burgeoning stoner metal
scene. From Beyond brings a little more cosmic dust to
their sound from their progressive rock roots.

From Beyond plays the Grand Stafford Stage Friday,
May 18th @ 10:45pm
http://facebook.com/FromBeyondBand

Dallas's From Parts
| Unknown mixes a very
| Texan concoction of
» | rockabilly with '90s era
anthemic punk rock.

From Parts Unknown
plays the Indoor Revolu-
tion Stage Saturday, May
N 79@ 10pm
http.//facebook.com/
frompartsunknowntexas

Gate Slinger crafts video game music with atmospheric
pads, heavy metal guitars, vocoders, and squiggly syn-
thesizer leads.

Gate Slinger plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Thurs-
day, May 17 @ 8:30pm
http://jacobappelt.com

If Steve Malk-
mus had grown
up on the coast

and started
Pavement with |
the Sublime |
guys they might
have sounded
something like
BCS crew HYAH!

HYAH! plays the Grand Stafford Stage Thursday, May
17 @ 7:45pm
http.//facebook.com/oooohyah

Khan would be a

¥ \ natural on modern

= rock radio, combining

§ pop songwriting with
metalcore and post-
= core.

Hot Springs’ Ghost Bones fit the aesthetic of their
hometown completely. They have a David Lynchian air
to their gothic, moody indie rock.

Ghost Bones plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Satur-
day, May 19 @ 10:30pm
http.//facebook.com/ghostbonesband

Three gay guys

that play all Khan plays The Grand
original gay Stafford Stage Satur-
punk songs. day, May 19 @
This is Memphis 8:30pm

trio The Glory- http://facebook.com/

holes calling
card. They play
with stereotypes
while rocking
the fuck out at
the same time.

KhanTx/

The Gloryholes plays the Revolution Inside Stage Satur-
day, May 19 @ 11pm
http.//facebook.com/gloryholes

@ great unwashed Ilumi-
i naries has been plying
its Berlin School new
age bong-smoking
electronica for BCS
dragon dice rollers for
nearly a dozen years
now, but this is the
outfit's first LOUDFEST

Houston's Killer Hearts mixzes a cocktail of Sunset

performance. Strip metal, garage punk, and scuzzy hard rock that'll
. fuck you up.

great unwashed lumi-

naries plays the Out- Killer Hearts plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Satur-

door Revolution Stage day, May 19 @ 12am

Thursday, May 17 @ 9pm

http.//facebook. KillerHeartsOfficial,
http://facebook.com/greatunwashedluminaries p://tacebook.com/KillerHeartsOfficialy

LUCA is College
Station's best
landlocked  early
‘00s Pacific North-
west band, with
intricate guitar
interplay, upfront
bass guitar, and
manic pop songs
lately played at a
punkish pace.

Houston's The
Grizzly Band incor-
porate the great
Texas red dirt
singer-songwriter
tradition into their |
heady punk rock e
sound. Boozy
steel guitars col-
lide with power
chords and tear-in-

the-beer vocals. LUCA plays the
Outdoor Revolu-

The Grizzly Band plays the Indoor Revolution Stage tion Stage Friday,

Saturday, May 19 @ 8pm May 18 @ 8:30pm

http://facebook.com/TheGrizzlyBand http.//facebook.com/thebandluca/



Mutant Love is a
calamitous punk rock
band that somehow
piles infectious pop
songwriting  about
acid trips and regret
into their band falling
down the stairwell
approach.

Mutant Love head-

Revolution Stage
Saturday, May 19 @
12:30am
http.//facebook.com/mutantlove666/

Houston's
Only Beast is
a unique band
that com-
bines the
theatrics and |
whimsy of |
gothic  rock
with ‘80s hard
rock and ‘90s |
alternative
rock. There's
no way NOT
to pay atten-
tion to them.

Only Beast plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 9:30pm
http.//facebook.com/OnlyBeast

Marty
Durlam has
brought
some of the
most ex-
treme bands
to B/CS.
From bands
that com-
bined animal
sacrifice
with atonal
noise to
bands that
made artful punk rock. Pink Eye is his latest, coming on
like a Houston version of a 1979 no wave band, art
damaged and explosive.

Pink Eye plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Saturday,
May 19th @ 8:30pm
http.//facebook.com/pinkeyehtx

Nerve: Hardcore d-beat punk and death
metal crossover from some cool Austin
dudes.

Nerve plays the Outdoor Revolution
Stage Saturday, May 19th @ 7:30pm
http://nerve512.bandcamp.com

Prison Eater features members of better-known Austin
stoner metal and gonzo crazy rock bands like Eagle
Claw, The Shut-Ups, Transmography, and The Bridge
Farmers. What kind of madness these folks get up to?
Won't know unless you show up and find out.

Prison Eater plays the Revolution Inside Stage Thurs-
day, May 17 @ 9:30pm

lines the Outdoor

Atarimatt  told
me in 2012,
“Man, I'm book-
ing this crazy
band from Aus-
tin, Rubela Muti,
for  Loudfest.”
That was five
years ago, and
minds were
suitably  blown
by this mostly
instrumental prog-meets thrash metal trio. And they'd
back for LOUDFEST XI.

Rubella Muti plays the Grand Stafford Stage Friday, May
18 @ 9:15pm
http.//facebook.com/RubellaMuti/
— B 9 Rudical's performances
are always an event.
This BCS producer
creates crazy deep
bass dubstep with
found sound atmos-
- phere and thematic
) presentations that
borderline in situation-
. alist absurdity. Who
knows what Rudical
will have in store for
LOUDFEST.

Rubella Muti plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Thurs-
day, May 17 @ 8pm
http://facebook.com/rudicalmadness

NOLA by way of Austin swamp metal trio Sabbath Crow
recall a little trio from La Grange with a more modern
heavy metal approach and a touch of psychedlia.
Swampcore? Eh, who cares. Sabbath Crow rock.

Sabbath Crow plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Sat-
urday, May 19 @ 9:30pm
http.//facebook.com/sabbathcrowband

Soundfounder is one
of Austin's biggest
promoters of live
electronic music.
He is also one of the
city's leading pro-
ducers,  fracturing
beats and melodies ey |
with his MPC. '\
Soundfounder plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage
Thursday, May 17 @ 11pm
http://facebook.com/soundfounder

Livie and Sophie are
teen sisters. Jorge
is not a teen. He's
their dad. Together
Y they are The
Shoobiedoobies, an
all improvised
doom/metal/thrash
thing. It's different
J every time.

The Shoobiedoobies
plays the Grand
Stafford Stage Sat-

urday, May 19 @ 7pm
http.//facebook.com/TheShoobiedoobies

Austin has graced
us with a number
of crazy noisy
“experience” style
bands over the
years. The Shut-
Ups is no excep-
tion. The band
sets up in the
middle of the room,
look like fugitives
from Mall Easter
Bunny Reform
School, and makes
an awful racket,
often handing
sticks and instruments to the audience to make a fun
noise with them. A band to be experienced.

The Shut-Ups headlines the Indoor Revolution Stage
Saturday, May 19 @ Tam
http://facebook.com/theshutupsaustin/

Loud quiet, soft
hard, always
dark, always
intricate, always
rocking. Austin's
SkyAcre can get
way small and
then slam you to
the back of the
room with blunt
force, while
treading  deftly
through stop-start arrangements, '70s British metal
riffs, and more odd time signatures than a prog band on
Turkish hash.

SkyAcre plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Friday, May
18 @ 12am
http.//facebook.com/SkyAcre

Slow Future is
Houston's  best
sludgy ‘90s alter-
native rock band.
The guitars are
big and the songs
have a power pop
catchiness to
them. Their
energy is infec-
tious.

Slow Future plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 10:30pm
http.//facebook.com/slowfuture

San Antonio's So
Unloved has adapted
crossover metal to
their tastes, replacing
thrash with metalcore
to weld together with
punk rock attitude.

So Unloved plays the
Grand Stafford Stage
Saturday, May 19 @
10pm

S http://facebook.com/
So-Unloved

Sykotic Tendencies consists of
three siblings raised as punk
rockers by punk parents in a punk
rock household. It was pretty
much a forgone conclusion that
they would also be punk rockers.
This is their first show.

Sykotic Tendencies plays the
Outdoor Revolution Stage Satur-
day, May 19 @ 6pm

Fort Worth’'s Tame Tame & Quiet expertly adapt math
rock chops and song structures to fractured indie rock
guitar interplay and post-rock dynamics.

Tame Tame & Quiet plays the Indoor Revolution Stage
Friday, May 18 @ 9pm
http://facebook.com/TameTameandQuiet

Houston's A Sundae Drive harkens back to the mid ‘90s
for their indie/alt-rock sound, bringing the pop sensibil-
ity of Yo La Tengo with a bent towards raucous Sonic
Youth-esque noise.

A Sundae Drive headlines the Outdoor Revolution Stage
Friday, May 18 @ 12:30am
http.//facebook.com/asundaedrive/



Tongue Punch is a party metal band, reminds me of
early '90s GNR before they got really stupid.

Tongue Punch plays the Grand Stafford Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 7:45pm
http://facebook.com/TonguePunch.Music

Unicorndog will supply the best pop punk songs about
doing drugs and hanging out with your friends that you
will hear all the three day weekend.

Unicorndog headlines the Outdoor Revolution Stage
Friday, May 18 @ 7:30pm
http://facebook.com/unicorndogTX

Venomous Maxi-
mus has a long
history of fucking
shit up in BCS,
ripping out their
doom/stoner/
NWOBHM  amal-
gam at maximum
volume at many
memorable
shows. Let LOUD-
FEST XI be vyet
another one of
those.

Venomous Maximus plays the Grand Stafford Stage
Saturday, May 19 @ 10:45pm
http.//facebook.com/VenomousMaximus

As Wasp & Pear,
Don turns the mere
act of solo electric
guitar played loudly
into high perfor-
mance art. Layer
upon layer of sound
performed in W&P's
inimitable way.

Wasp & Pear plays

the Outdoor Revolu-

tion Stage Thursday,

May 17 @ 10pm

http.//

facebook.com/
Wasp-And-Pear-53218637482

Houston's

Yaupon adds a
bit of raucous
modern South-
ern rock to their

textured indie
rock sound.
Longtime
LOUDFEST
goers will rec-
ognize lead
singer Todd

from his previ-
ous LF performances with Mike The Engineer and Gold-
en Sombrero.

Wasp & Pear plays the Indoor Revolution Stage Friday,
May 18 @ 11:30pm
http.//facebook.com/Yauponband

The dudes from HYAH! switch
instruments and play about as
quiet as one can play rock &
roll band instruments. What's
louder than LOUDFEST? Fin-
gerpicking and light tapping.

YeeHa plays the Grand Staf-
ford Stage Thursday, May 17
@ 8:30pm
http://facebook.com/
weareyeeha

Houston dudes
Jody Seabody &
The Whirls make

thrash metal
and punk go
together like
Oreos and milk,
even if they
completely don't
look like a
thrash metal
band at all.

Jody Seabody & The Whirls plays the Indoor Revolution
Stage Friday, May 18 @ 11pm
http://facebook.com/JodySeabody

High Desert Queen is a new desert metal/stoner metal supergroup filled with Houston
lifers from Supergrave, Hogleg, and Black Math Experiment, among others.

High Desert Queen plays the Outdoor Revolution Stage Saturday, May 19 @ 6:30pm
http.//facebook.com/highdesertqueen
















































